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Water Buffalo Handling: Property to Abattoir 
Part 2. On farm considerations
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PROPERTY PLANNING

Careful whole-of-property planning (if properly done initially) 

can make buffalo handling much simpler. Consider the 

following points when planning to raise buffalo:

1. Location and design of paddocks: Exclude wet 

areas or heavily timbered areas where access will 

be a problem when mustering. Try to avoid acute 

angle corners and dead ends. Radial designs with 

the yards in the centre are often appropriate and 

may help water distribution costs.

2. Design of fencing: Use more visible fencing at likely mustering pressure points. Properly designed and 

built electric fences or barbed wire fences are usually more than adequate. Extra droppers at pressure 

points will increase visibility; otherwise drape some plastic tape or cans on the fence. Electric fencing is 

highly recommended to control buffalo effectively. Design fences to facilitate testing, such as a loop 

system where a fence completes a wide circuit and ends up back close to the energiser for easier 

continuity testing. Electric fencing allows a reduction in the numbers of wires and total strength of the 

structures.

3. Design of laneways: Incorporate laneways 10-20 m wide, depending on expected herd size in paddocks, 

especially on larger properties, to facilitate mustering and reduce labour requirements. Laneways can be 

used as trap paddocks as well, if water troughs are installed in the lanes and water is turned off in the 

main paddocks. This will bring animals out into the laneways.

4. Design of trapping systems: Incorporate trapping systems to reduce the need for physical mustering. 

Self-mustering is much less stressful in the long term. Self-mustering is most often carried out using 

water; but bagged feed, good quality hay, improved pastures, supplements or mineral blocks can also be 

used as lures. Training animals to come to feed can usually be achieved quite easily. If paddocks are 

close to yards, then animals can usually be lured into the yards with feed, over time and with persistence. 

Animals can be trained to come in response to a call to change paddocks or to follow a leader. This is 

often seen in short rotation grazing systems. Spear gates (one way gates) can be incorporated into the 

system.

5. Paddock size and shape: A careful consideration of land types is important when determining paddock 

size and boundaries. To prevent soil erosion, avoid fences that run straight down steep slopes. If there is 

no other option, build runoff diversion banks across the fence line to prevent erosion problems before 

they begin.


