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Drought affected buffalo farmers 
urged to stay positive 

Australian Buffalo Industry Coun-
cil (ABIC) President Bryan Jans has 
delivered a message of solid support 
to Australian buffalo farmers who’ve 
‘been doing it tough’ in light of wide-
spread crippling drought conditions. 
“This season has been and continues 
to be an incredibly difficult one,” 
Bryan says. 
“It is times like this that the resilience 
of our buffalo really shines through as 
they continue to put in a first class ef-
fort despite having to cope with less 
than ideal conditions. 
“I urge all of you reading this to try to 
stay positive and keep your chins up 
during these tough times, as we pray 
for rain and wait for things to turn 
around.” 

ABIC’s first Victorian President says 
he’s had to ‘hit the ground running’, 
with a long list of matters to tackle 
during his first year at the helm. 
“Generally, I’ve found a lot of interest 
surrounding the buffalo industry and a 
definite acceptance of buffalo around 
the country now as a form of domes-
ticated livestock,” Bryan says.  “It has 
been good to catch up with many 
producers who have shared their con-
cerns and visions for our industry.” 
He says industry-related highlights 
this year have included discussions 
with AgriFutures Australia who have 
been looking to move forward under 
a new model which will hopefully be 
more effective in obtaining results on 
research projects. 

Visiting world diplomats 
eyeball our buffalo 

New Territory
industry code 

released
The new NT Buffalo Industry 
Code of Practice has been 
completed and distributed to 
stakeholders. 
NTBIC consulted widely with 
members and other stake-
holders over many months to 
develop the voluntary, buffalo-
specific code that sets guide-
lines for how the NT  industry 
must conduct  itself.  
NTBIC says the code’s purpose 
is to let both domestic and 
international customers under-
stand what members agree to 
do at each point in the supply 
chain, in keeping with relevant 
laws and industry best prac-
tice. It includes guidelines for 
mustering non-domesticated 
animals on various land ten-
ures.
“The new code forms part of 
the buffalo industry’s self-reg-
ulation and helps build confi-
dence,” the council says.  
Many procedures and proto-
cols set out in the guidelines 
are already well established 
in existing animal welfare and 
livestock transport regulations. 
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Australian Buffalo is the official newsletter of the 
Australian Buffalo Industry Council (ABIC). 

It’s purpose is  to disseminate information about the wide-
ranging activities taking place across 

Australia in relation to buffalo harvesting, 
export and farming for meat, milk, 

cheese and other products.
Enquiries to: Kerry Sharp (Editor)

Email: kerrysharp.journo@gmail.com

Continued from Page 1
Bryan Jans says ‘the wheels 
have started turning again 
on the Halal buffalo meat 
project’.
“We hope to see this impor-
tant research concluded as 
soon as possible,” he says.
“There has certainly been 
increased interest from 
Victorian meat processors 
in sourcing suitable animals 
for slaughter, with a view to 
creating a constant supply. 
“The success of this Halal 
project would be highly 
beneficial to our industry on 
this front.” 
“The buffalo dairy sector 
also remains strong with an 
excellent range of cheeses 
and other lines from many 
producers now doing well on 
the domestic markets.

ABIC President 
looks back 
on 2018

  Victorian Washed Rind 
brings home world award

The combination of premium buffalo milk from Victoria’s Sunrise Plains and the 
skills of  the Berrys Creek Gourmet Cheese team have clinched another impres-
sive win on the international stage. 
The ‘Washed Rind’ picked up best Australian Cheese at the world’s largest 
cheese event, the Nantwich Cheese Show in England in late July.  
The annual Nantwich Cheese Show celebrates the best that the dairy industry 
has to offer and selecting the winners  requires 250 judges to complete the 
mammoth task of sampling a whopping 5000 entries, in a huge range of cat-
egories, from over 27 countries. 
The Victorian joint venture’s Riverine Blue continues to sweep in top awards 
and accolades and is one of Berrys Creek’s most in-demand lines.

2018 LIVE EXPORTS
The buffalo live export sector has 
rounded off another robust year, 
with an official total of 8673 animals 
shipped out through the Port of 
Darwin, according to the latest DPIR 
Pastoral Market Update. 
Indonesia and Vietnam remained 
the dominant live buffalo markets in 
2018, taking 3724 and 3067 animals 
respectively.  Malaysia and Brunei 
were the other main markets for the 
year. A total of 1465 buffalo were 
shipped to Malaysia in 2018, and 
Brunei received 417 animals.  
The NT Buffalo Industry Council 
says the export tally for 2018 was a 
pleasing result that was in line with 
the previous year’s export numbers.  
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New life for mothballed 
Top End meatworks

NTBIC vice-president Michael 
Swart says a meat processing 
option like that being devel-
oped at the old Batchelor 
abattoir is ‘exactly what the 
buffalo industry needs’.  
“From an industry viewpoint, it 
is crucial for us to have an ad-
ditional option like this for our 
buffalo,” he says. “Not all the 
animals we turn off are suitable 
for live export so the Batchelor 
facility would be an important 
outlet for the others.”  
He says the numbers the 
abattoir is planning to process 
per month could comfortably 
be provided by four or five 
mustering contractors. “If the 
abattoir processes 160 to 200 
head a day, its plant could 
easily be run on 80 per cent 
buffalo. ”
Michael says buffalo can only 
be mustered and trucked out 
in the dry season, but the 
abattoir could be processing 
animals for 10 -12 months a 
year by buying the majority 
of a herd and domesticating 
the weaners behind wire, to 
be processed through the wet 
season. 
“The main thing would be for 
the Northern Land Council to 
make sure they have enough 
Section C19 agreements in 
place for Arnhem Land, to 
keep the buffalo numbers 
flowing through the abattoir.
He also said it was important 
for the new operators to take 
account of today’s higher pro-
duction costs in paying for the 
buffalo product. “The cost of 
mustering, chopper hire, fuel 
and wages have all gone up 
since the old Meneling days 14 
years ago,” he said. 

NTBIC 
welcomes

development

The former Meneling meatworks at 
Batchelor south of Darwin is close to 
re-opening after a multi-million dollar 
refurbishment and is set up to offer a 
new processing outlet for buffalo.
The old facility which was mothballed 
about 15 years ago, is now owned by 
the Central Agri Group and is expect-
ed to be ready to start processing in 
April. 
Central Agri Group is a global sup-
plier of halal certified meat and 
by-products, with five state-of-the-art 
processing and on-site cold-storage 
facilities across Australia.
Group principal and project overseer 
Peter Polovinka (pictured above) says 
the Batchelor abattoir will initially 
start processing between 160 and 
200 head a day and significantly build 
up numbers over time.
“We will process buffalo and cattle as 
boxed, chilled and frozen meat prod-
ucts for export through Darwin to our 
overseas markets,” Peter says.
The abattoir is set up for halal 
processing to meet strong offshore 
market demands. 
Peter says the group is excited about 
being able to capitalise on Darwin’s 
close proximity to Asia.
“We are already supplying to  our 
established markets in 35 countries 
across Asia through our other Austral-
ian outlets and will also be sending 
NT buffalo and beef to these markets.”

Peter Polovinka shows part of the 
abattoir’s spruced-up holding pens

From Top: Aerial view; boning room 
entrance; coolrooms; loading area.
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Buffalo industry adds voice to 
shipboard observer concerns

The NT Buffalo Industry Council 
has warned the live export sector 
could collapse and feral populations 
would dramatically increase if live 
export ships stopped running.
A major live buffalo exporter 
warned late last year it would  con-
sider discontinuing shipments in 
light of a new Federal Government 
order for independent observers 
to accompany all livestock export 
ships. This clause and others re-
sulted from a recent major review 
prompted by distressing mass live 
sheep deaths on a Middle East-
bound export ship. 
The company has said it’s not willing 
to risk an inexperienced observer’s 
safety, nor risk  losing its export 

licence because such a person 
misinterprets buffalo behaviour 
and files a negative report.
NTBIC vice-president Michael 
Swart says there are clear and 
established role definitions and 
protocols for accredited veterinar-
ians and stock persons on cat-
tle and buffalo livestock vessels. 
“These existing personnel accom-
panying livestock on voyages are 
appropriately trained, qualified 
and doing their jobs effectively, as 
the extremely low mortality rates 
show. There are no discernible 
benefits to be derived from impos-
ing independent observers on 
livestock vessels across the board. 
Instead, there is much to lose. 

“This proposal would add an 
unnecessary regulatory and 
financial burden on livestock 
producers. It assumes the indus-
try is the same across all animal 
species and it is not.
“The NTBIC supports strategies 
for continuous improvement, 
but the suggestion to have inde-
pendent observers on all vessels 
is ill-conceived and simply can-
not be supported.”
NTBIC formally invited Federal 
Agriculture Minister David Little-
proud to meet and discuss the 
issue with industry stakeholders 
but this didn’t eventuate and 
the shipboard observer recruit-
ment process is proceeding. 

Former South Australian cattle property manager Anthony Green  now gets to share his time with buffalo as new 
operations manager at Beatrice Hill Farm. 
In his overall role as the Department of Primary Industry and Resources Regional Farm Manager, he also provides 
strategic direction and support to the Douglas Daly Research Farm, south of Darwin.
Anthony’s extensive agricultural experience includes managing a Fleurieu Peninsula grazing and stud bull breeding 
operation for eight years, running beef field days and, as deputy chairman of the beef group, working with MLA and 
Adelaide University on research trials aimed at monitoring and reducing methane gas from bovines. 
Another of his successful projects involved the breeding and widespread release of dung beetles to reduce flies.
Anthony has had significant experience with artificial insemination, breeding programs, data recording; livestock 
registrations, movement and sales, and financial and budget management. 
Anthony has moved into Beatrice Hill farm manager’s house with his wife and three children.

TO CONTACT ANTHONY
Phone: 0427 002 804 / Email: anthony.green@nt.gov.au)

New farm manager 
Anthony settles 
in at Beatrice Hill
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World diplomats check 
buffalo during Top End visit
A major delegation of Canberra-based Ambassadors and global High Com-
missioners came face to face with the NT Primary Industry Department’s Bea-
trice Hill Farm buffalo when they toured the important facility near Adelaide 
River earlier this year. 
Former NT Primary Industry and Resources Minister Ken Vowles accom-
panied the 70 diplomats to Beatrice Hill and neighbouring Coastal Plains 
Research Station to showcase the Territory’s agricultural sector and potential 
investment opportunities. Beatrice Hill is the hub of leading-edge buffalo and 
cattle breeding and production work while the Coastal  Plains facility hosts 
innovative agricultural and horticultural research programs that are helping 
local producers to expand their yields. 
“This was a wonderful opportunity to showcase some of the agricultural op-
portunities the Territory has to offer, from buffalo and bananas to mangoes 
and more,” the Minister said. Several ambassadors asked about the NT’s 
agricultural products, and some overseas diplomats expressed interest in 
seeing their country representatives return to the region as part of a future 
trade delegation. 
The Italian representative was especially interested in buffalo mozzarella 
which fetches a premium price of around $60 a kilo. 
“Opening up new markets is the key to advancing the NT’s agricultural sec-
tor, and with just a fraction of our landmass used to produce food, plus our 
favourable weather and close proximity to Asia, we are in a prime position to 
do just that,” the Minister said. “From the Top End to the Red Centre, there 
are opportunities out there waiting tobe harnessed.”

LIKE his fellow landown-
ers across rural Australia, 
Queensland ABIC repre-
sentative and buffalo dairy 
farmer Mitch Humphries 
has spent much of 2018 
hoping for rain. 
Mitch milks 100 buffalo at 
Millaa Millaa in Far North 
Queensland and another 
herd in Victoria. He said 
the Atherton Tablelands 
did receive reasonable 
rain in December but hot 
dry conditions continued 
in the south.
“It appeared the ongoing 
dry inland drought condi-
tions headed more south 
and north last year, with 
both buffalo farms having 
well below average winter 
rainfall events,” he said.
“The effects of the 
drought along the eastern 
seaboard has been mani-
festing in a more than 
tripling of grain costs, 
while water costs are still 
sky-rocketing. These are 
the major inputs required 
for dairying so it’s looking 
like a hard year ahead to 
make things meet.”
He said he hopes the Aus-
tralian public gets behind 
its farmers at this challeng-
ing time and buys Aus-
tralian-made goods such 
as Australian-produced 
cheeses and dairy products.

In more climatically-agreea-
ble times on the tablelands
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CONTACTING ABIC

Jo Miller is following in her family’s footsteps by becoming the 
Northern Territory’s new buffalo production officer working with 
the research herd at Beatrice Hill Farm near Darwin. 
Jo’s parents, Jan and Doug Robertson (a prominent and long-
serving ABIC state representative) worked with water buffalo 
while in the Territory from 1976 to 1986 and diversified their 
agricultural enterprises to include water buffalo and marketing 
TenderBuff products when they returned to Doug’s family’s NSW 
sheep and cattle property, ‘Tara’ near Tooraweenah . 
Jo joined the NT Department of Primary Industry and Resources 
(DPIR) in Katherine in mid-2018 as a pastoral extension officer 
working for the Livestock Industry Group. Her buffalo work is 
now a significant part of that role. Before joining DPIR, she spent 
four years with the Queensland Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries as a beef extension officer in north Queensland. 
“Because I’ve grown up around buffalo, I’ve had a long affiliation 
with the industry,  including doing work experience up here with 
Barry Lemcke while at university,” Jo says. “I’ve also attended 
ABIC meetings and world buffalo congresses, as well as serving 
as the buffalo industry representative on the RIRDC Emerging 
Animal Industries panel.”
Jo says she looks forward to now being officially engaged in the 
buffalo research program and continuing the valuable work 
done by the recently-retired Barry Lemcke over many years. 
She’s also keen to help  enhance the buffalo industry both in the 
Northern Territory’s and across Australia. 
TO CONTACT JO:   Phone: 08 8973 9730 / 
Mob: 0417 890 20 / Email: joanna.miller@nt.gov.au

Following a family 
buffalo tradition 

Jan, Joanna and Doug with their buffalo at Tara
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DEPARTMENT OF
PRIMARY INDUSTRY AND RESOURCES

RIVERINE BUFFALO FOR SALE
Purebred Riverine buffalo bulls
Purebred Riverine bulls, 50% to 87.5% Italian bloodlines, aged between one to four years. Prices from $1000-$2000 inc GST.

High content Riverine buffalo cows, backcrosses from Swamp buffalo
High content Riverine cows, 7/8 and 15/16 riverine genetics (mix of United States/Italian). Aged between two to 15 years. 
The younger cows have higher Italian content. Great dairy opportunity to use the progeny of either of these groups for 
milking. Currently being mated with purebred bulls from January to April 2019. Prices $1000-$1800 inc GST negotiable, with 
preference for sale of the whole group.

Contact
Anthony Green | Beatrice Hill Research Farm Manager | Ph: 0427 002 804 | E: anthony.green@nt.gov.au 
Jo Miller | Pastoral Extension and Buffalo Production Officer | Ph: 08 8973 9730 | 0417 890 200 E: joanna.miller@nt.gov.au

For further information visit 
www.dpir.nt.gov.au

Beatrice Hill Field Day
The NT Primary Industry Department’s buffalo research 
work was in the spotlight at a recent Beatrice Hill field 
day. The event focussed on both the buffalo and cattle 
programs and attracted a good roll-up of farmers and oth-
er interested parties keen to hear updates from livestock 
researchers. Chief buffalo production officer Barry Lemcke 
presented a comprehensive overview of the farm’s vital 
research and its outcomes. Beatrice Hill’s buffalo focus 
today is on breeding the Italian Riverine variety, with the 
aim of supplying high quality animals for the buffalo dairy 
industry’s local, interstate and overseas markets. 



 Buffalo Round-up ....
How much buff milk 
makes a true 
mozzarella? 

ABIC rep and dual-state dairy buf-
falo producer Mitch Humphries is 
wondering how much buffalo milk 
should be in a mozzarella for it to 
be called ‘buffalo mozzarella’? 
Mitch has heard from a worthy 
source that some buffalo mozza-
rella now on the market contains  
as little as 10% of buffalo milk 
while the rest is cows milk. If true, 
he says, it doesn’t help give a good 
impression to consumers who may 
not be aware of what an authentic 
buffalo mozzarella is. Mitch, and 
no doubt other dairy buffalo pro-
ducers, wonder what the ACCC or 
Australia’s food labelling authori-
ties have to say about how much 
buff milk should be in genuine 
mozzarella!

Buffalo a key focus in 
Asian trade talks
NTBIC CEO Louise Bilato recent-
ly travelled with other northern 
rural industry representatives 
on a government trade- and 
relationship-building mission to 
Indonesia and Vietnam, Aus-
tralia’s two largest live buffalo 
markets. 
The visit followed up on an 
earlier similar visit which high-
lighted the potential for sig-
nificant growth in both buffalo 
and beef imports in light of 
burgeoning consumer demand 
in the two southeast Asian mar-
kets.  Representatives of the NT 
Cattlemen’s Association and NT 
Live Exporters Association were 
also on the visit, led by Primary 
Industry Minister Ken Vowles, 
who said such trips are valu-
able for strengthening existing 
relationships and creating new  
trade opportunities for industry.

Vietnamese buffalo 
traders in reciprocal 
visit

In a follow-up to last year’s south-
east Asian ministerial trade mission, 
a Vietnamese party has met with 
buffalo industry representatives in 
Darwin. “They are keen to get their 
buffalo import numbers up  - and 
talked about initially taking 5000 
to 10,000 head and up to 20,000 
head a year in the longer term,” 
vice-president Michael Swart said. 
“We discussed the options avail-
able for them to do that and how 
to work with imported buffalo for 
the best outcome. They would like 
future shipments to include a bigger 
percentage of females and also want 
the animals to have more time in 
the Darwin yards to be finished off 
before being loaded on the boats.” 

Traditional Owners want 
wild buffalo to pay

NTBIC reps met recently with 
Traditional Owners from Kakadu 
National Park’s Yellow Waters 
area to talk about potential 
economic gains from harvest-
ing and using environmentally-

destructive local wild buffalo 
rather than having them shot to 
waste. “They’re looking at how 
to engage contractors and what 
markets might be available,” 
Michael Swart says. “We’re keen 
to help where we can to facilitate 
a beneficial outcome for them.”

New industry website 
up and running 
NTBIC’s revamped website is now up 
and running and the council is keen 
to see it used as much as possible by 
members and others interested in 
the buffalo industry.
 The site includes a comprehensive 
history of the buffalo industry from 
when the first animals were intro-
duced by the British from Indonesia 
in the 1800s. There is valuable infor-
mation on buffalo products available, 
and a market news section, as well 
as handy links for climate updates 
and the latest road conditions. It 
also includes a subscription area. 
NTBIC encourages industry players to 
submit buffalo-related stories, photos 
and other material  for use on the 
website - and encourages feedback 
on what other resources people 
would like to see included. 

VISIT:  www.ntbuffalo.com.

A couple of handsome residents greet
guests at the recent Beatrice 

Hill Farm Field Day 


