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Buffalo
The Territory’s growing buffalo industry relies on a biosecurity system that manages disease and food safety risks, 
provides effective traceability and maintains animal welfare standards. 

The result is a reliable consistent supply of quality, safe, disease-free and ethically produced buffalo identifiable  
from paddock to plate.

A strong biosecurity system will protect, support and grow a sustainable buffalo industry providing new trade and 
market access opportunities.



 

What changes are being proposed
• Strengthen the Territory’s livestock traceability system 

that currently consists of four key components:

 – Property Identification Codes (PICs)

 – brands

 – National Livestock Identification System (NLIS)

 – movement recording system (NT Waybill and 
Health Certificates).

• Strengthen the Territory’s biosecurity control measures 
for responding to disease threats that pose potential 
risks to the buffalo industry and other livestock 
industries

• Alignment of the Territory buffalo industry with the 
Australian animal welfare standards

• Alignment of the Territory livestock biosecurity system 
with industry property-based quality assurance (QA) 
program components, including:

 – biosecurity to manage disease risks including 
movement of people, animals and vehicles on 
and off the property

 – food safety to manage contaminant and 
chemical residue risks

 – traceability standards to manage identification 
and movements risks

 – livestock welfare standards to manage welfare 
risks.

• Remove or reduce administrative ‘red tape’ and 
duplication where possible, to provide greater 
efficiencies and savings for the buffalo industry.

What does this mean for the buffalo industry?
Proposed changes have the following potential benefits 
for the buffalo industry:

• Extended PIC requirements for the keeping of other 
livestock to enable tracing of all livestock species

• In the event of a disease incursion, all livestock 
species are subject to the same biosecurity  
risk measures

• Effective identification system to support livestock 
ownership and biosecurity traceability

• Removal of ear transaction tags as an alternative  
to approved NLIS devices

• Opportunity to transition into an integrated national 
livestock industry movement system, such as the 
National Vendor Declaration (NVD), with ability to 
implement full electronic movement systems  
(such as e-NVD) in the future

• Simplified health certificate requirements  
for importing livestock into the Territory which  
do not require inspection, testing or treatment.

• Removal of regulation relating to stock routes  
for biosecurity purposes

• Industry agreed notice of entry requirements  
to retrieve stray livestock from neighbouring properties

• Industry agreed NT Waybill and NLIS requirements 
for stray livestock returned from the neighbouring 
property back to the property where livestock are 
usually kept

• Use of ‘point-of-care’ diagnostic tests on property 
to enable responsive disease detection and control 
measure activation for rapid containment and 
eradication of a disease to reduce economic impacts

• Recognition of property-based QA programs to  
provide industry with greater flexibility to manage 
individual property biosecurity risks, including  
property access controls for unauthorised entry  
of people on the property

• Inclusion of biosecurity control measures for livestock 
affected by harmful contaminants or chemical residue 
exposure under a property-based QA program

• Adoption of agreed national animal welfare standards 
to support existing and emerging market opportunities 
and to help industry meet changing community and 
market expectations regarding livestock welfare

• Simplifying the fees and charges process by ensuring 
the changes can be made without needing to amend 
the legislation

• More flexible compliance outcomes with option for an 
infringement penalty as an alternative to prosecution.



Disclaimer: Subject to any terms implied by law 
which cannot be excluded, in no event shall the 
Northern Territory Government (NTG) be liable 
for any losses or damages, including incidental 
or consequential damages, resulting from use of 
the published material. While care has been taken 
to ensure that the information contained is true 
and correct at the time of publication, changes 
in circumstances after the time of publication 
may impact on the accuracy of this information. 
NTG gives no warranty or assurance, and makes 
no representation as to the accuracy of any 
information or advice contained, or that it is 
suitable for your intended use.

Information is correct as at 1 September 2021.

Further information
Further information is available by contacting: 

Livestock Biosecurity Unit

GPO Box 3000, Darwin NT 0801

E: livestock.ditt@nt.gov.au

T: 08 8999 2077

For more information, go to industry.nt.gov.au
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