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Buffalo farmers across three states have been feeling the 
effects of widespread sodden conditions in the wake of 
extensive Spring downpours and river flooding.  
A number of Queensland, NSW and Victorian farmers have 
reported extremely wet conditions. In South Australia, 
Corey and Mollie Jones have been nervously waiting to see 
if the swollen Murray River will inundate their farm at its 
predicted mid-December peak (See story below). 
Near Koroop, northwest of Melbourne, quagmire condi-
tions have made the going tough for staff at Mitch Hum-
phries’ and Daniel Leimgruber’s major buffalo dairy.
“They couldn’t get the tractors into the paddocks to feed 
hay to the animals for a few weeks so they opened them 
up and let the buffalo graze over most of the farm, which 
is now very bogged up,” Mitch says. “Bikes have strug-
gled in these conditions and we have had to use tractors 
to get the cows in. Getting hay to the farm was another 
issue for a while, and we’ve also seen extra, though still 
rare, cases of mastitis among some of the milkers.”
Mitch says despite the challenges, he’d still take floods 
over drought any day! “Buffaloes are better swimmers 
than water diviners  - though they can do a bit of that 
too, especially if your poly water pipe isn’t buried deep 
enough!”

Floods & rain bring quagmire conditions 
for southern buffalo farmers 

South Australian buffalo producers Corey Jones and Mollie Jones’ 
plans to buy more stock for their Mypolonga farm have been put 
on hold due to the impending possibility of serious flooding at their 
Murray River property. “The river flow is now predicted to peak 
at around 175-185 gigalitres in the next few weeks, so things are 
pretty hectic here at the moment,” Corey says.  “We’re now in the 
process of moving all young stock up to highland paddocks and 
getting another dairy ready for moving the milking herd and the 
dries over the next few weeks. We’re still optimistic that our banks 
can hold but it’s too risky just to hang around and hope for the best. 
Unfortunately, our dairy is on a hill in the middle of the flood plains 
so if our river bank breaks, the dairy would become an island with 
not enough high ground for all the buffaloes  ... not to mention I 
would have to go to the dairy by boat ... which isn’t ideal!”

A nervous Murray River watch at Mypolonga SA

Continued Page 10PICTURED ABOVE: Recent waterlogged conditions at Koroop 
three weeks after rain and river peaks. 

The swollen Murray near Mypolonga, SA
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It is hard to believe we are 
about to see out another year 
and that we are already talking 
about Christmas again.

It has been a very interesting year 
trying to readjust to capture a 
freedom we once knew, embrace 
positive changes to come from pan-
demic life and keep our Australian 
buffalo industry powering forward.

At the moment, the buffalo industry 
is the most cohesive it has been in a 
very long time with farmers working 
together to supply a market that is 
gaining momentum every day. 

PRESIDENT:  Exciting 
times as buffalo farmers 
embrace new opportunities

The buffalo dairy industry is seeing 
unprecedented demand with our 
products seen as premium and hot 
property. 

The realisation that there are 
countless opportunities to incorpo-
rate buffalo milk into new products 
is creating endless possibilities. 

This is exciting as it means industry 
expansion and great news for the 
consumer because,  let’s face it, 
everything is better with buffalo 
milk!

Demand for buffalo meat is also 
gaining momentum. In a time 
where the cost of living is high and 
consumers are becoming increas-
ing aware of what they are eating, 
quality is extremely important. 

Enter buffalo, a premium product 
to make an appearance on the 
dinner tables of many lucky Austral-
ians! There are some exciting things 
happening. Watch this space!

Buffalo are also making their way 
into the hearts of more and more 
people as pets and horse training 
aids, and the acceptance of buf-
falo as a staple in the domestic 
agricultural sector is becoming well 
established. I am very happy to 
report this as it has been a personal 
challenge to remove the stigma at-
tached to buffalo.

I wish everybody a safe, peace-
ful and restful Christmas and look 
forward to another prosperous year 
for our buffalo industry in 2023!

Bryan Jans - ABIC President

Rum Jungle Export Facility’s 
2022 season wound up at the 
end of November. In a brief 
statement, owners Central Agri 
Group said the timing tied in 
with an early monsoon season 
which had curtailed the availa-
bility of livestock for processing.
“Central Agri Group’s Rum 
Jungle Export Facility and team 
would like to thank all vendors 
and agents for another suc-
cessful production year,” the 
company said. “We thank all 
involved in the buffalo and beef 
supply chain for a professional 
and smooth operation through-
out the 2022 season.”
In a 10 Nov update to NTBIC, 
the company reported Rum Jun-
gle had processed 4500 head 
of buffalo in 2022 and envis-
aged the total reaching 5000 by 
season’s end. The tally included 
85% cows and 15% bulls with 
390kg liveweight average. 
The facility’s 2022 boxed buf-
falo markets included Australia, 
Japan, Korea, Singapore and the 
US.Central Agri Group said Rum 
Jungle continues to expand its 
export destinations in conjunc-
tion with relevant import coun-
tries’ regulatory requirements 
and Australia’s DAFF. 

2022 season ends
at Rum Jungle

Page 2



Cheesemakers doing our industry proud

Riverine Blue wins super gold in Wales
Just months after winning top gongs at this year’s Australian and 
Victorian dairy industry awards, the glory has continued for Gipps-
land’s sensational Riverine Blue on the world stage. 
Riverine Blue, created by Victorian cheesemaker Barry Charlton 
from Berry’s Creek Dairy, won a ‘super gold’ trophy at the world 
cheese awards held in Wales in November!
The pure creamy milk for this world beater comes from the buffalo 
cows at ABIC President Bryan Jan’s Sunrise Plains Dairy in Gippsland. 
Riverine Blue was named Champion Non-Bovine Cheese and Most 
Outstanding Show Exhibit in the Victorian awards and made a clean 
sweep in the Australian awards, winning Champion Non-Bovine 
Cheese and Champion Cheese at the Show. Cheese judging in  progress in Wales (Photo: BBC)

Burraduc takes 
home coveted 
Oz dairy prize 

The winners of Australia’s 2022 deli-
cious.Harvey Norman Produce Awards 
have been announced - and Elena and 
Andrei Swegen, the owners of NSW’s 
multi-award winning Burraduc Buffalo 
farm, have taken out top honor in the 
dairy category.
Burraduc won with its trademark mozzaral-
la, a beautifully fresh farm-made product 
that’s already taken home a few awards 
over the years. 
Andrei says Elena does most of the cheese-
making and he pitches in if needed. 
“It’s very much a family-run business 
but we also have two workers who 
mostly do the milking, and we currently 
have an intern with us from a French 
agricultural college.”
Burraduc is a small, 100-acre dairy farm 
located in a good rainfall zone at Bung-
wahl near the Myall Lakes, and milks an 
average 25 of their 80-strong herd daily.
The Swegens introduced two NT buffalo 
onto their farm in 2009 and gradually 
built up their herd. 
“We started making fresh cheeses, 
yoghurt and mozzarella from buffalo 
milk, just by hand,” Elena told ABC Rural 
recently. “I attended several cheese-
making courses, but buffalo milk was 
pretty much unknown, so I watched 

videos of mostly old Italian men making 
mozzarella by hand in their basements.” 
She also got the chance to learn the tra-
ditional Italian craft of mozzarella mak-
ing during a 2014 Churchill Fellowship 
trip to Europe to research innovation 
and welfare in the water buffalo dairy 
industry. The Swegens sell their buffalo 
dairy products locally through their farm 
gate shop and to mostly Sydney restau-
rants. They also produce and sell some 
meat smallgoods. 
Commenting on this year’s event, deli-
cious magazine’s editorial director Ker-
rie McCallum said: “Since 2005, these 
produce awards have been at the fore-
front of recognising the unsung heroes 
behind our top chefs and restaurateurs 
– Australia’s finest producers.” 

Elena and Andrei with granddaughter Elsa on 
the farm (PHOTO: Keely Johnson - ABC Rural) 
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The Northern Territory livestock com-
munity is in mourning following the 
death of Norman Fisher in an East Arn-
hem helicopter crash on November 15.
 Norman was a driving force in the 
Fisher family’s extensive buffalo, cattle 
and contract mustering operations 
spanning a number of properties 
across the Top End.
The 47-year-old and his wife Marnie 
had also built up a large commercial 
presence in the crocodile industry and 
maintained significant land manage-
ment partnerships with Traditional 
Owners in areas like Ramingining – the 
location of his tragic death.
Norman, the son of Alan and Sheree 
Fisher, was an expert helicopter pilot and 
widely respected for his mustering skills.
NT Buffalo Industry Council president 
Adrian Philips said Norman’s death had 
sent shockwaves across the many indus-
tries and communities in which Norman 
and the Fisher family are involved.
“Norm was a once-in-a-lifetime opera-
tor. He is truly irreplaceable. In terms 
of his role in the Fisher family and his 
presence across the industry, it’s im-
possible to measure the sense of loss 
that we’re all feeling,” Mr Phillips said.
 “Norm built an incredible legacy which 
will live on for many years to come, 
especially in his children.”

NT livestock industry mourns
shock loss of a long-time stalwart

 In recent years, Norman’s adult 
sons Nathan and Josh have worked 
alongside their father and are both 
accomplished and widely respected 
stockmen.
 Norman and Marnie have also 
raised their seven-year-old daugh-
ter Miranda in the thick of the 
family’s busy operations to have a 
love of livestock and bush life. 
In May this year, they had also wel-
comed a baby son Riley who the 
family describes as being the apple 
of Norman’s eye. 
The Fisher family’s involvement in 
the NT buffalo industry stretches 
back over 50 years. 
When Norman was born in 1974, his 
family was based at Mary River Station 

near Pine Creek. The Fishers took up 
Swim Creek station, east of Darwin, in 
1983 and later purchased Wombungi 
Station, west of Pine Creek. In 2017, they 
bought Mary River East – a section of the 
original Mary River Station which they 
had sold in 1983.
In photographer David Hancock’s 
recently published buffalo book ‘Nga-
naburru  - Buffalo’, Alan and Sheree 
recalled raising Norman and his siblings 
Sherina and Clint in remote mustering 
camps.
“Our kids were keen to try everything 
and would always jump in the bull 
catcher with me. Norman was nine 
years old when he first operated a 
bulldozer and would drive anything.”

A memorial service for 
Norman Fisher will be held 
at Bamurru Plains via Swim 

Creek on 2nd December 

A young Norman (left) fishing with family and 
friends at Pococks Beach NT (Photo supplied  
by Michael Swart)
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New focus on buffalo 
in live export training 

“The volume of buffalo exports is 
growing, so ensuring we have skilled, 
competent buffalo handlers on ves-
sels and throughout the live export 
supply chain is absolutely vital,” Mr 
Phillips said.
The practical day also included cattle 
handling at the Berrimah Export Yards, 
and a visit to Darwin Port to observe a 
ship being loaded with cattle. 
The week-long course also included 
classroom sessions on regulatory 
requirements, animal health and treat-
ments, plus advice for adapting to life 
on board a livestock carrier.
“Exporters draw a lot of stockmen and 
women from Northern Territory  sta-
tions but we traditionally had to send 
them to Western Australia to get ac-
credited,” YLEN chair Kari Moffat said.
“In today’s livestock export industry, 
on-board stockies have never been 
more important. 

 
A historic collaboration between 
the Young Livestock Exporters Net-
work (YLEN) and LiveCorp has seen 
the training course for on-board live 
export stockpersons held in Darwin for 
the first time in over a decade. 
Organisers acknowledged that staging 
the course in the NT for the first time 
provided an ideal opportunity to boost 
the buffalo component of the course, 
thanks to support from AgriFutures 
Australia. 
Participants included 16 sponsored 
through YLEN via Meat & Livestock 
Australia and a grant from the Foun-
dation for Rural & Regional Renewal, 
through funding from the Australian 
Government’s Future Drought Fund.
Participants had the unique oppor-
tunity to learn first-hand about best 
practice buffalo handling from NT Buf-
falo Industry Council president, Adrian 
Phillips out at Annaburroo Station.

LIVEXchange 22
session on buffalo 
Cattle took a back seat at LiveCorp’s 
recent Darwin LIVEXchange 22 conference 
when buffalo became the focus of an 
important panel session involving Top End 
buffalo producer Adrian Phillips and stock 
handling training specialist Byron O’Keefe.
Adrian is a fourth generation Katherine 
born livestock producer and O’Keefe Pas-
toral’s Victorian born Byron has a strong 
livestock and live export background with 
vast industry experience and connections 
in Australia and overseas. 
The ‘Evolution of the NT Buffalo Indus-
try’ session included screening of a new 
LiveCorp training video featuring the 
pair, filmed at Annaburroo Station where 
Adrian farms 120 buffalo and a large cattle 
herd. 
NTLEA CEO Tom Dawkins led a stimulating 
discussion between the two highly expe-
rienced players in their respective roles in 
the Australian livestock industry. Com-
ments centred on essential stock handling 
practices to keep animals quiet and calm 
from when they’re rounded up and in the 
yards to when they’re loaded onto export 
ships and delivered into offshore feedlots 
and markets. 
Adrian and Byron both stressed that no 
matter whether animals are being handled 
with catchers, choppers, horses or dogs, 
‘less is best’ and things should be kept to 
the basics. “If your animals are pushed too 
hard and not handled right, they’ll never 
get over it,” Adrian said. 
PICTURED: (Top) Tom, Adrian & Byron at 
LIVEXchange, (below) Byron & Adrian at 
Annaburroo. 
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Queensland’s Margaret and Michael 
Thompson have cast the buffalo indus-
try into the national spotlight with the 
mother and son team featuring on the 
ABC’s Landline program in October.
Veteran dairy farmers Margaret and 
her late husband Mal Thompson 
established their Maleny buffalo farm 
more than 30 years ago and the family 
has been producing milk, cheeses and 
steaks for 15 years. But as demand 
for buffalo meat expands, they have 
branched into producing more fresh 
tender meat lines as well as processed 
meat products. 
Landline highlighted aspects including 
the Thompson’s decision to diversify 
into new buffalo products when their 
traditional income stream all but dried 
up during the pandemic; their innova-
tive approach to buffalo farming and 
their focus on zero waste agriculture 
that sees every part of its animals 
turned into saleable products. These 
products now include leather goods 
and could soon also include dog chews 
made from dried buffalo bones.  
Michael Thompson told Landline that 
the pandemic caused markets to dry 
up and the business suffered major in-
come losses almost overnight. "When 

COVID hit, the cheeses stopped and 
all the restaurants stopped and that 
really hurt us," he said, 
“A silver lining to the pandemic was 
that people gained more apprecia-
tion for where their food comes from 
and that what’s given our Maleny 
buffalo operation the chance to 
leverage into the market.” 
Local butcher Kerry Melrose has 
worked closely with Margaret and 
Michael in helping get buffalo meat 
onto supermarket shelves and res-
taurant tables
He told Landline he believes buffalo 
is the next big thing in the red meat 
industry. “There’s no reason that 
buffalo can’t become another Angus. 
The meat has actally got a sweet 
taste , a higher iron level and less cho-
lesterol. That’s starting to come into 
vogue a little bit more.” 
Kerry said demand was growing 
for the buffalo products, which 
are now stocked at independ-
ently owned grocery stores on the 
Sunshine Coast. He added that con-
sumers were looking for something 
either “really, really good or some-
thing a bit different” and thinks 
buffalo will fit that bill very well.

Buff milk / meat sectors lure 
high profile media interest 

NTBIC’s Adrian 
excited by rising 
meat demand 
NTBIC president and buffalo 
producer Adrian Phillips says he’s 
excited about the upsurge in de-
mand for buffalo meat, driven by 
high prices for traditional beef.
In a recent ABC Radio interview , 
Adrian enthusiastically explained 
the culinary virtues of Riverine buf-
falo meat and welcomed reports 
of high end restaurants like SA’s 
Africola presenting buffalo dishes 
on menus. 
“Rverine meat is a lot different to 
that of the common Asian water 
buffalo,” says Adrian, a butcher by 
trade and keeper of 120 Riverine 
buffalo on Annaburroo Station. 
“The Riverine yield a lot better, 
have a really good eye muscle,  a 
different meat structure and a 
beautiful white fat. 
Asked if buffalo were dangerous 
to farm, he said: “As long as you 
know what you’re doing with 
handling, they’re really quiet. My 
children handle them without a 
problem. Even with the free-rang-
ing buffalo, if you stir them up and 
give a bad imprint, they’re going 
to be toey and cranky, but as is 
the same with cattle, it all comes 
back to how you handle them.” 
Adrian says providing good 
nutrition and looking after your 
animals properly is critical.  “I 
can cook you a buffalo steak and 
you wouldn’t be able to tell the 
difference between that and a 
really good steak down south. I 
can cook a buffalo steak that is ab-
solutely mouth-watering. It comes 
down to the way the animal is 
handled, slaughtered, processed 
and cut up. Everyone of us has a 
part to play in doing it right, from 
the paddock to the plate.”  

Leading South Australian  chef Duncan Welgemoed has vital reasons besides  
good flavor for putting buffalo on his Africola restaurant menu! He told the 
Adelaide Advertiser that with beef prices jumping 14% in the past six months, 
it was becoming more difficult to pass on the cost to consumers. 

Duncan pays $19kg for buffalo against 
$48kg for beef. “I’m happy to buy beef at 
whatever the cost but when that translates 
to the menu, are people willing to spend 
$120 on a steak? The big focus for us at 
Africola is shifting towards using more 
evasive species of a particular fish for 
example, regenerative food, and things like 
buffalo. Using caviar and wagyu? I’ll leave 
that to the other guys to do, but it’s not 
sending the right message.”

Quality & cost key factors for SA chef

PHOTO: Africola head chef Lauren South-
well with a plate of prime buffalo sirloin
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The subject of buffalo was understandably high on the 
agenda when NTBIC President Adrian Phillips and Executive 
Officer Tom Dawkins visited Gunbalanya in September to 
meet with Njanjma. Rangers. The NTBIC leaders were in-
vited to the west Arnhem Land community to talk about a 
number of related issues including buffalo and cattle, weed 
control, fire management, skills development, employment 
opportunities and how they can all fit together.
“We were warmly welcomed and the visit was valuable 
for all of us,” Tom Dawkins says. “We had a wonderful day 
and expressed our thanks by presenting our hosts with 
two copies of David Hancock’s recently launched book on 
buffalo. These were keenly received and we’ve had rave 
reviews since.”

NTBIC reps invited to Gunbalanya

Buff Twins Galore 
In eight years of farming buffalo Corey and Molly 
Jones have never welcomed newborn twins into their 
herd - until October this year. 
“Just in the last month, we have had three of our 
buffalo give birth to twins,” says Corey, who produces 
buffalo for milk and meat on his Mypolonga property 
on the Murray River in SA.
“Maybe it’s how I’m feeding them - or maybe they 
just knew it was going to be wet spring!”
Corey & Molly’s SA Buffalo Co has had a busy Sept / 
Oct with about 50 new calves born. 

AgriFutures project in 
buffalo yards debut

The prototype of new portable equipment designed to
allow newly captured free range buffalo to be safely
tagged in remote temporary yards made its debut at 
Woolner Station on November 27. The design and 
engineering phase was completed earlier in the year, 
with a successful trial conducted on a small yard of 
freshly caught buffalo just before the start of the 
monsoon.
The project fulfils Priority 2 of the AgriFutures RD&E
Strategic Plan, to provide a portable facility for use by 
mustering contractors, Aboriginal corporations and
station owners to put buffalo through temporary or
main yards in the field. The system negates the need 
to move a long horned animal up a traditional race. 

NTBIC is project-managing the design
and engineering work, with WRSC, Acacia Mechani-
cal Contracting and Woolner Station involved in the 
project’s development.
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NT BUFFALO INDUSTRY COUNCIL
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The following members were elected to the NTBIC executive 
committee, at the council’s AGM in Darwin on 11 November 2022.

 President     Adrian Phillips
 Vice President   Michael Swart
 Treas/Secretary   Adam Body
 
 Committee 
 Louise Bilato, Jed Fawcett, Noel Hassell,
 Patrick Underwood, Rodney Beament,
 David Armstrong   

The Northern Territory Government has 
launched a new Top End Region Eco-
nomic Growth Plan for 2022-2030 - and 
buffalo have attracted special focus.
The plan prioritises wide-ranging poten-
tial growth sectors within agriculture, 
horticulture, mining  and exploration to 
be targeted to help bolster the Territory 
‘s  future economic growth. The plan 
pinpoints the relatively small Top End 
buffalo sector, with its current mainstays 
of  live export and meat production, as a 
potential key regional growth sector. 

“Demand for live buffalo has increased 
following extended periods of higher 
than average prices for live cattle,” the 
document states.  
“Large numbers of wild buffalo on the 
Tiwi Islands and across West Arnhem, 
together with strong demand from 
South East Asia, provides opportunities 
to further develop the industry as well 
as training and employment for Aborigi-
nal people.”
It observes that West Arnhem Land’s 
feral buffalo population provides oppor-
tunities for both economic growth and 
the reversal of environmental damage 
caused by the introduced species.  It 
recognises existing control and small live 
export programs but recommends  a 
coordinated or integrated approach to 
maximise the species  economic poten-
tial or reduce its environmental  effects . 
“With the significant number of wild 
buffalo in West Arnhem and strong 
demand from Asia, the development 
of the industry could be progressed, 
delivering training and employment op-
portunities to Aboriginal people of the 
region.” 
The plan states that an estimated 
18,000 head of buffalo live on the Tiwi 
Islands. 
“Feasibility planning is underway to de-
velop the industry, including safari-style 
tourism, live buffalo exports and devel-
oping a meatworks that would service 
the local population and crocodile farm.”
A plan priority is to support the expan-
sion of the buffalo industry in the West 
Arnhem region.
The government says completion of the 
plan is the intended first stage of an on-
going process to progress key economic 
and social infrastructure required to 
support economic growth , and imple-
ment appropriate project delivery plans 
to guarantee growth opportunities 
identified within each sub-region are 
progressed. 
The plan will be reviewed annually  and 
updated when key infrastructure needs 
are completed and growth opportuni-
ties reach development milestones. 

Industry welcomes buffalo 
focus in economic growth plan  

LIVE EXPORT FACTS:

l    Indonesia is the larg-
est export destination for 
Territory buffalo, accounting 
for 61% (6560 head) of total 
buffalo exports in 2021 with  
Malaysia a distant second at 
20% (2185 head). 
l    Buffalo turn-off grew 
37.1% in 2019–20 to 10,764 
head, valued at an estimat-
ed $9.2 million.
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NT BUFFALO INDUSTRY COUNCIL 

NTBIC President Adrian Phillips presented a comprehen-
sive wrap-up of his first year in the chair, in his Annual 
Report to the council’s  AGM in Darwin on 11 November. 
The key points from his address are presented below: 

l One of my first tasks as a newly elected President last 
year was to visit the Rum Jungle Meat Exports (RJME) abattoir 
where a number of issues had arisen during the 2021 process-
ing program. Thanks to a significant amount of communication 
and cooperation with Central Agri Group representatives, the 
operation of the plant has improved significantly.
l Thanks to Alex Dickens from RJME and also for the 
approach taken by Central Agri Group’s Johnnie Dichiera and 
Nathan Lidgett over the past 12 months. There has been some 
excellent outcomes during the 2022 season which NTBIC 
is proud to have helped achieved. We’re seeing good com-
munication between the abattoir and vendors and important 
improvements in RJME’s livestock systems to better suit buffalo. 
This includes more shade in the holding yards and a greater un-
derstanding of the unique needs of buffalo in terms of handling 
and welfare. 
l Similar progress and collaboration has been experi-
enced with the export yards being used to prepare buffalo for 
shipment, in terms of optimum delivery times, providing shade 
and understanding the differences between buffalo and cattle. 
It has been another strong year for buffalo exports and there’s 
always more work to do in refining our systems and practices 
– whether it is at an export yard, or in transport or even before 
the animals are trucked off by the vendor. But we’re sharing our 
knowledge and experiences and there’s some excellent com-
munication occurring across the supply chain. 
l There are some really good yards servicing our live ex-
port buffalo and people keen to learn more about working with 
our animals. I’ve spent time at the export yards and A highlight 
for me during time spent at the export yards was helping to 
load 900 buffalo in four or five hours one night for delivery 
to the ship that morning. It was very successful and smooth, 

showing that once we’ve got our systems right we’ve avoided 
a lot of unnecessary welfare risks. When I hear an exporter say 
they’ve had zero buffalo mortalities this year, that’s no fluke. It’s 
because animals are being selected, prepared and transported 
the right way. I think the vendors need to be rewarded for 
supplying the right sort of animal, so we are looking forward to 
live export prices reflecting that over the coming 12 months. To 
really continue to strengthen the buffalo industry’s live export 
side, exporters must be willing to pay a price that encourages a 
reliable year-round supply of well-prepared animals.
l Thank you to the NT Cattlesmens Association (NTCA) 
and especially its Executive Officer, Romy Carey, who is playing 
an important role in bringing our livestock industries together 
and combining our forces in terms of advocating on behalf of 
NT livestock producers – whether that is on wild dog manage-
ment, stock theft, all things pastoral, bushfire management or 
regional road transport issues. The NTBIC, NTCA and NTLEA all 
working together as a team, we’ve got a stronger untied voice 
and we’re able to cover more ground together in advocating on 
behalf of the NT’s livestock industry. 
l There’s been good engagement with indigenous stake-
holders – including many of the groups and associations which 
continue to be NTBIC members. We’ve also renewed engage-
ment with the Tiwi Land Council, the NLC (with whom we know 
we need a good relationship in order that the Section 19 Land 
Use Agreement application process is improved for the benefit 
of the TOs and to make things viable for contract musterers.
l ED Tom Dawkins and I were invited to meet with Gun-
balanya’s Njanjma Rangers on their community and they are 
now also NTBIC members. Our conversation with the rangers 
was about land management and how they can work with buf-
falo to better manage their country. I think there’s real scope 
to get some buffalo behind wire. The Njanjma Rangers’ interest 
and the existing management of Gunbalanya Station and the 
local abattoir by ILSC represents great potential for our industry 
and I’m very optimistic about having buffalo processing return 
to Gunbalanya Meat in 2023.

Continued Page 11

President’s Report to the 2022 AGM 
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While the live cattle export industry has faced 
supply, price and other challenges in 2022, the 
Top End buffalo industry has remained robust 
with continuing growth in demand for the 
southeast Asian live export trade. 
A recent NT News business report on buffalo 
pointed to predictions of a bumper year 
and also highlighted the success of the 2022 
processing  season at Central Agri Group’s 
Rum Jungle Meat Exports facility at Batchelor, 
NT. The export program  began on 2 July after 
the first dry season harvest of wild-caught buf-
falo were delivered.
The abattoir focussed on buffalo process-
ing, with the aim of averaging 100 head daily 
throughout despite ongoing labour shortages, 
the report said.  Opening prices were up on 
2021 rates, with slaughter-weight buffalo bulls 
fetching $1.90/kg liveweight and comparable 
females being purchased for up to $1.70/kg.
Central Agri’s national livestock manager 

2022 a robust year for 
live buffalo exports

(Cont from front page)
Sodden hay has been another 
major issue this season. “Our 
crops have been above average 
but every time we get hay on 
the ground it rains, so finding 
good quality hay is going to be 
difficult,” says Corey Jones,  who 
grazes their Mypalonga buffalo 
on pasture all year round but give 
the animals access to hay to keep 
them regular.
Andrei and Elena Swegen have also 
felt the impact of heavy rain and 
flooded creeks on their Burraduc 
Buffalo Dairy near Port Macquarie 
on the NSW Central Coast.
For the third year running, flood-
ing has rendered their paddocks 
unusable, lost half their grazing 
pastures and created ongoing 
management issues. 
With everything saturated, they’ve 
had to buy in feed for the herd, 
rebuild a driveway that has been 
washed away and spend time fix-
ing other issues brought about by 
the latest flooding.
“The buffalo themselves are okay,” 
Andrei says. “Buffalo are great 
animals for wet conditions like this 
and don’t suffer much, but feed is 
the issue.”
From hundreds of kilometres 
inland, Jo Miller (Robertson) 
reported recent very wet condi-
tions at Tooraweena in Central 
NSW where she and parents Doug 
and Jan Robertson have run water 
buffalo for decades.
“Our buffalo have taken the wet 
weather in their stride - as to be 
expected,” she says. “They’ve 
even coped very well with the 
recent cold blasts that have come 
through.” 

Buffalo farmers 
rally against 

rising rivers & rain

   

Mode Month Load 
Port Species End Use Country Quantity Year 

Sea Jan Darwin Buffalo Feeder Indonesia                    507 2022 
Sea Feb Darwin Buffalo Feeder Indonesia                    738 2022 
Sea Apr Darwin Buffalo Feeder Indonesia                1,655 2022 
Sea May Darwin Buffalo Feeder Indonesia                    536 2022 

Sea May Darwin Buffalo Slaughter 
Brunei 
Darussalam                    399 2022 

Sea May Darwin Buffalo Slaughter Malaysia                    228 2022 
Sea Jun Darwin Buffalo Feeder Indonesia                    385 2022 

Sea Jun Darwin Buffalo Slaughter 
Brunei 
Darussalam                    639 2022 

Sea Jul Darwin Buffalo Feeder Indonesia                    648 2022 
Sea Jul Darwin Buffalo Slaughter Malaysia                    296 2022 
Sea Aug Darwin Buffalo Breeder Sabah                    108 2022 

Sea Aug Darwin Buffalo Slaughter 
Brunei 
Darussalam                    696 2022 

Sea Sep Darwin Buffalo Feeder Indonesia                1,119 2022 
Sea Sep Darwin Buffalo Slaughter Malaysia                    321 2022 
Sea Oct Darwin Buffalo Breeder Sarawak                    241 2022 
Sea Oct Darwin Buffalo Feeder Indonesia                    791 2022 

Sea Oct Darwin Buffalo Slaughter 
Brunei 
Darussalam                    379 2022 

            Total: 9686   
  

Buffalo Live Export activity for YTD - DAFF 

Nathan Lidgett told the NT News regular 
communication with vendors delivering ani-
mals to the plant, as well as ongoing collabo-
ration with the NT Buffalo Industry Council, 
had ensured peak scheduling, welfare and 
transport outcomes while also upholding car-
cass quality and meat yield.  “We commend 
the local vendors, agents and transporters 
on the quality, welfare and handling of the 
livestock, which have been presented to Rum 
Jungle in the past two months,” Mr Lidgett 
said. “Communication has been excellent, 
especially when vendors and agents have 
rescheduled buffalo deliveries for the welfare 
of the animals. Welfare is paramount to our 
company and it is evident that our suppliers 
share that same commitment.” He said there 
had not  been one incident, whereupon Rum 
Jungle’s livestock team had questioned any 
dereliction of care for any animals consigned 
to the operation.

New key players at Rum Jungle
Central Agri Group welcomed new Plant Operation Manager Kerry Kane and 
Onsite Livestock Coordinator Alex Dickens to its Rum Jungle team in 2022.
 “Kerry assembled and maintained an efficient and tight processing team with a view to 
creating a culture to re-engage the workforce moving into the 2023 season.  Moreover, 
the proficiency and professionalism he and his crew have within the abattoir walls is 
building the culture Central Agri Group strives for and expects of all its divisions. 
Alex’s professionalism, local knowledge and logistics control has enabled high standards 
in livestock managements and animal welfare, while enhancing two-way communication 
between Rum Jungle, the suppliers and transporters.”
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CROSS BORDER NETWORKING:
From the Murray to Maleny!

past 18 months to help 
fill their growing meat 
market demands, but we 
had never met Margaret 
and Michael face to face 
so it was great to finally 
catch up with them and 
chat about how things 
were going from both our 
perspectives.” Corey says. 

South Australian buffalo 
farmers Corey and Molly 
Jones and children took 
the opportunity while 
on a Gold Coast family 
holiday in August to drive 
up to Maleny and meet 
fellow industry players 
Margaret and Michael 
Thompson.
“We have been sell-
ing buffalo meat to 
the Thompsons for the 

l We’re making progress in ensuring shoot-to-
waste is only ever the last option and that’s showing in the 
way we’ve got good communication with other parks and 
Defence. Getting a blueprint for livestock retrieval and wild 
animal management is critcal, especially given the need to 
better monitor the northern livestock population from a 
biosecurity perspective.
l We’re achieving great engagement in getting pro-
ducers and land owners (some of them historically less likely 
to be involved in industry initiatives) to the table and getting 
involved with NTBIC’s work  - because they see it is in their 
interests. That’s extremely encouraging and very important.
l We’re getting more producers supporting the ab-
attoir, which is bringing animals in from across indigenous 
country and across the Top End. This means we’re moni-
toring the health and disease status of those animals with 
a supply chain solution. It’s an economic solution which 
beats the hell out of shoot-to-waste programs because it’s 
sustainably managing country, generating economic activity 
and supplying clean, healthy meat to a world hungry for 
protein.
l A highlight of the year was producing buffalo 
training videos with Byron O’Keefe out at Annaburroo, 
with support from AgriFutures and LiveCorp. We will do 

more work with Byron in the future. He came back up here after 
the LiveCorp course to experience catching and mustering for 
himself and then joined us again to speak about buffalo at the 
LIVEXchange conference in November.
l Getting buffalo into the live export training course this 
year was a huge breakthrough and shows the interest there is in 
buffalo handling training.  We will continue to pursue those op-
portunities from industry and also from indigenous groups who 
are extremely interested in what we’re doing and the training 
opportunities we can offer. 
l I’ll really proud of the progress we’ve made this year 
but there’s still more room for improvement – and we need to 
stamp out the bad practices which have no place in our industry. 
We’re a modern, professional industry and we’re supplying a 
quality animal.
l Thanks to Michael Swart and Louise Bilato for helping us 
throughout the year and ensuring we had a smooth transition to the 
new president and new executive officer. It’s been brilliant teamwork. 
l A special thanks too to all our wives and partners who 
are so important in allowing us to do the work we do for the 
industry. In particular, I’m very grateful to Laurie for her support 
throughout the year.
     ADRIAN PHILLIPS 

President, NT Buffalo Industry Council 

NTBIC PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT (Continued from Page 10)
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INDUSTRY ROUND-UP ...

Judy’s buff jerky a winner
Spurred on by glowing accolades for her 
homemade buffalo jerky, Batchelor buffalo 
farmer Judy Ann Finnochiaro was talked 
into entering her spicy creation to be judged 
against others in Darwin’s recent ‘Great Jerk 
Off Jerky Festival’  - and was thrilled to be 
named creator of the best buffalo jerky. Judy 
says she presumed hers was the only buffalo 
category entry - but not so apparently, with 
the organisers, local radio station Mix FM, 
reportedly mustering a good field of entries 
for the popular annual event at rural Berry 
Springs Tavern.New life for long-loved 

CWA buffalo cookbook 
The NT CWA has just released a new ver-
sion of its popular Buffalo Cook Book first 
published in the 1981. It’s crammed with 
the much-loved sumptuous recipes using 
different cuts of prime buffalo meat, and is 
now one half of a flip-sided volume which 
also includes the CWA’s updated Seafood 
Cookbook. CWA admin officer Kayleen Con-

A buff babe called Keely
ABC NSW Central Coast rural reporter Keely 
Johnson scored a rare honor while interviewing 
Elena and Andrei Swegen at Burraduc Farm in 
October. A newborn there needed a name and 
the Swegens thought why not Keely? 

Two NT businesses involved in Australia’s live buffalo  export trade were among winners at 
this year’s Chief Minister’s NT Export Awards presented in Darwin in early October. ACE (Aus-
tralian Cattle Enterprises) was named the 2022 Emerging Exporter and CPC (Consolidated 
Pastoral Company) won top prize in the Agribusiness Food & Beverage category. 
Congratulating the winners, NTLEA CEO and NTBIC Executive Officer, Tom Dawkins, said 
“ACE has quickly established itself as a major buffalo exporter and CPC is the largest importer 
of NT buffalo which they buy for feedlots in Sumatra. Hats off to you both for helping to 
showcase the innovative and enterprising successes being achieved in our industry here 
in the NT,” Tom said. PHOTO: Andrew Perkins from Export Finance Australia with ACE chief 
financial officer Louis Le Roux and managing director Patrick Underwood

Live trade leaders take home Chief’s export award 

Buffalo Book flies west 
Retired WA sheep and goat farmer Mick Doak 
might have sold off his animals but his passion 
for livestock and life on the land hasn’t wa-
vered. So when he caught wind of Darwin pho-
tographer David Hancock’s superb new buffalo 
book he was quick off the mark to get his own 
copy dispatched to the West. He’s since been 
browsing ... and pondering what might have 
been if he’d kept farming a bit longer!

‘Mad Bulls No Longer’
NTBIC executive officer Tom Dawkins 
was quick to set the record straight 
when Darwin’s NT News described 
water buffalo as ‘bad tempered’ in a 
recent market report on the industry.  
He sent the newspaper a photo of 
what was described as ‘a stare-off ’ at 
the NT’s Berrimah Yards and a video 
of docile beasts edging cautiously to-
wards the camera. “Domestication has 
removed much of the temper,” Tom 
pointed out. “The stereotype doesn’t 
apply anymore. They’re more likely to 
lick you than charge.” 

A CARBON HANDBOOK FOR FARMERS

AgriFutures Australia’s National Rural Issues (NRI) Pro-
gram has released A farmer’s handbook to on-farm 
carbon management, described as ‘thought-provok-
ing and horizon-scanning research to inform debate 
and policy on issues on important rural industries’. 
Michael Beer, General Manager, Business Develop-
ment AgriFutures Australia, says: “The handbook 
details practical carbon sequestration activities and 
the potential cost and income implications. It provides 
audience-specific information that outlines the steps 
to participate and the potential risks and returns for a 
farm enterprise.” AgriFutures Australia invested in the 
handbook in consultation with other Rural Research 
and Development Corporations (RDCs). 

Most AgriFutures Australia publications are available to view, download free or 
purchase online at: www.agrifutures.com.au. 
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lon said increased consumer interest had 
convinced the the association to redesign 
and republish both popular cookbooks. The 
cook book is now selling for $25 from the 
Howard Springs Newsagency and is also 
available by emailing the CWA: admin@
cwant.net
All profits from the cookbook sales will 
go towards aiding women, children and 
families in need in the Northern Territory 
community. 


